
Greetings From the Principal at Christmas Time 2022 

 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter for the 22/23 school year. 

We are fast approaching the end of a very eventful term at St. Michael’s. Since 

September our pupils have been very busy and active, participating in various 

activities, initiatives and/or committees, which I think has been evident from my 

regular posts to you this term. I invite you to read this Newsletter and to enjoy 

learning about some more of our school activities and highlights.  

 

Once again, we are in the season of Advent, and as the long dark winter 

evenings settle, we are reminded that Christmas is just around the corner. 

Christmas can be a season of great joy, a celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

Christmas is about family and friends, a time for giving and sharing, for 

remembering those less fortunate and those who are no longer with us. It is 

about love, forgiveness, second chances and renewing one’s hopes, dreams and 

faith. It can be a time of reflection, healing and renewed strength. To our 

families of other faiths, we wish you Season's greetings and a happy, peaceful 

winter.  

 

Here, in St. Michael’s the classrooms are decorated with the pupil’s lovely art 

pieces, the corridors and foyer are filled with brightly decorated display boards, 

Christmas trees and our Crib and advent wreath stand centre place for all pupils 

to visit and see. I feel truly blessed to work with such wonderful pupils and staff 

and to share in the joy and excitement that exists at this time of year. 

I would like to thank pupils, parents, teachers, SNAs, bus escorts, ancillary staff 

and the Board of Management for their dedication and hard work as we look 

forward to a healthy and happy 2023. 

I am delighted to have the support of our Parents’ Committee once again. They 

are an invaluable asset and are most willing and enthusiastic. As a staff, we 

appreciate all your efforts to help us with our work in the school and for all your 

support this term. 

 

Today is winter solstice and as we move forward, we embrace the stretch of 

light in the evenings to come and the opportunity to pause from the busyness of 

life. I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Christmas 

and a peaceful New Year. I wish good health, happiness, peace and love for you 

as we welcome 2023 in the coming weeks.  



 

We look forward to the New Year and your continued co-operation towards 

making this school the best it can be. 

 

 

Sharon Gorevan 

School Principal 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from the Editors Desk 

As I write the school corridors are alive with the hum of the usual Christmas 

business. Classes have performed their delightful shows for the school 

community. School buses are decorated and elves are busy creating all kinds of 

mischief on buses and in classrooms. The school foyer is donned in its beautiful 

Christmas apparel. The Christmas tree is brightly lit and expertly decorated. The 

display of Christmas ornaments is in place on the cupboard outside Ellen’s 

office, the generously donated prizes for the Christmas raffle have all been 

dispersed throughout our community. The almost life sized crib carefully 

presented by Noel is centrally placed. 

It has been a wonderful term here in St. Michael’s. Pupils have completed up to 

11 pieces of certification in QQI level 3, JC2 L2LPs. Phenomenal individual 

achievements. We’ve welcomed parents back to meet greet and participate in 

the richness of school life. We’ve held our first ever music week, which was a 

tremendous success. A huge big thank you to all of the professional musicians 

who responded so generously to my request to participate.  What an immense 

pleasure and joy to see the beautiful sharing which took place. Thank you also 

to Ms Wilkinson and the social committee who hosted our guests each day, 

introducing them each day with great confidence. Without you it would not 

have been possible. It was a perfect beginning to the festive period here in St. 

Michaels. 

Christmas is a beautiful time in St. Michael’s not just because of the great 

lengths we go to, to decorate and to celebrate, but because in a very real way the 

true spirit of Christmas is very much alive here. It’s alive in the kindness and 

dedication shown by teachers and SNA’s, bus-escorts, drivers and ancillary staff 

as they create a world of Christmas cheer here in our school, its alive in the 

 



kindness of pupils who’ve raised funds for charities and made Christmas shoe 

boxes, its alive in the magic of our outings and celebrations. It’s alive in the 

friendships and kindnesses. It’s alive even more this year in the welcoming of 

parents and families back into our school this Christmas. It’s alive in the 

beautiful heartfelt messages exchanged at this time. It’s alive for me personally 

in the knowing what a profound privilege it is to share this special season with 

our amazing pupils. Thank you for just being you!  

I hope that this Christmas and New Year you and yours are surrounded by this 

Spirit! 

The love of God upon you, the Peace of God within you, the Grace of God 

beside you, the Joy of God around you.  Our dear Lord's most beautiful 

blessings be yours at Christmas and always. 

Margaret O’Riordan 

 

St. Peter’s Class 

 

Well...what a term it has been for our class! We welcomed lots of new faces in 

September and we are delighted to report that we have settled in so well. We 

have made lots of good friendships and we have enjoyed lots of laughter 

together in our class.  

 

St. Peter's class is in their first year of the JC2 and we have already started 

gathering some evidence. Lately, we have been working on calculator skills and 

learning to address envelopes. We posted some Christmas cards recently and we 

are looking forward to finding out if they arrived! Our class has been focusing 

on kindness during the month of December too. Being kind is very important in 

life and we will continue with this work in the New Year.  

 

We have enjoyed walks in the Phoenix Park, lunch out in the Mullingar House 

and breakfast in the Orchard Restaurant. We got to go to Blanchardstown 

Shopping Centre too where we went to the cinema and for lunch in Milanos.  

 

Both Alex and Holly have birthdays over the Christmas holiday so Happy 

Birthday to you two and we look forward to celebrating with you in January.  

 

St. Peter's class wishes everyone a Happy Christmas and we look forward to 

seeing everyone next year!  

 

Ms Murphy 



St Patrick’s Class 

 

We have had a busy first term in St Patrick’s Class.  As members of the Green-

Schools Committee, along with St. Peter’s Class, we have been learning all 

about Biodiversity and have begun exploring our school grounds, trying to 

identify the trees, plants and habitats that surround us. We had a visit from Leif 

Barry, an environmental scientist who helped us with identification and gave us 

some great ideas to promote biodiversity in our school environment. It will keep 

us busy in the year ahead!  

 

We have been working hard on all our areas of learning from Year 3 of the 

Junior Cert. Programme and have enjoyed exploring the curriculum through 

maths trails, science experiments and art work. We have included some of our 

Christmas art.  

 

 Merry Christmas and see you all in 2023!  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Student Council 

 

    The Student Council were elected by their peers in early October and 

immediately got to work on Mental Health Week, promoting physical 

activity amongst the junior classes. They organised a non-uniform day 

that everyone enjoyed before half term and hosted St. Michael’s very first 

Music Week in early December. We had four musical acts from very 

different genres that everyone thoroughly enjoyed... 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Local musicians 

from the Wren’s 

Nest performed 

some Irish 

traditional tunes  

We met Derek ‘Doc’ 

O’Connor, who treated 

us to some music on the 

saxophone.  
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Colin Scallan and Jean Harrington 

performed some pop music on the 

guitar and the electric cello.  

 

Gavin Butler played some Christmas 

songs on the trumpet and the ukulele that 

got us into the Christmas spirit to round 

off a brilliant week!  

The Student Council used their 

contacts to get in touch with 

some VIP’s on 12th December. 

Santa and Mrs Claus arrived with 

treats and Christmas songs. 

Pupils and staff wore Christmas 

jumpers, raising €186.52 for 

Barretstown. It was a lovely, 

festive day.  



St. Bernadette 

 

The class of St Bernadette have had a great first term together. We have worked 

particularly hard on becoming independent , showing leadership throughout the 

school  and have  formed lovely new friendships within our class. Just before 

midterm we really enjoyed planning a Halloween party, decorating the kitchen, 

inviting some friends and serving freshly baked treats. This week we loved our 

trip out to the cinema to see “Matilda The Musical”. We were able to practice 

our skills in ordering and paying for our own food in Kay's restaurant. The 

pupils and staff of St Bernadette would like to wish everyone a relaxing and fun 

Christmas and are looking forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year. 

 

                  

                   
 

Ms Quinn, Amy and Jacqui. 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parents, 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2023, from us all in St 

Gertrude’s Class. 

 

 
 

St. Vincents Class 

 

What a busy term we have had in St Vincent Class! 

 

 

We have been working hard on our QQI Level 3 subjects, along with all of the 

other school activities. Some of us did very well at swimming this term. 

 

 

We learned about the Celts and the Vikings this term, and went to the National 

Museum on Kildare Street. We really enjoyed looking at the artefacts from the 

different periods in history, and walking around town after. 

 

 

We really enjoyed our Christmas trip to Blanchardstown. We loved the new 

Matilda film and had a delicious lunch in Milanos. 

 

 

Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and New year! 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Creative Schools Initiative 

Following a successful application in June 2022 to the Arts Council I am 

delighted to announce that Brian Cregan has been appointed as the Creative 

Associate to work with our school as we begin our Creative Schools journey. 



Brian is an artist photographer who has been working as a 

Creative Associate with the Arts Council on the Creative 

Schools programme since 2018. He recently received a 

Young People, Children and Education Bursary Award from the Arts Council 

that will enable him to work with the Photo Museum of Ireland to help develop 

their educational resources. 

Brian visited our school a few weeks ago and was very impressed with our 

beautiful school environment. He was equally impressed by the group of pupils 

that he met on that occasion. 

We look forward to having the support and guidance of Brian over the next two 

years as we begin our Creative Schools Initiative. 

 

Deirdre Farnan 

Creative Schools Coordinator 

 

Horticulture News, 

 

The pupils have been working hard clearing and preparing our vegetable beds, 

planting bulbs for Spring and clearing away the Autumn leaves. We have 

planted a range of Winter flowers and have decorated the yard with colourful 

hanging baskets. Well done to all the pupils for their hard work. 

Merry Christmas to all our pupils and their families. 

Mr. Jones 

 

St Francis and St Anthony Christmas Party            

  

On Friday 9th December St Francis Class hosted a party for the pupils of St 

Anthony’s Class. 

The preparations for the party began a few weeks beforehand. Each pupil in St 

Francis Class chose a buddy from St Anthony’s Class. We wrote invitations to 

our buddies and delivered them to their class. They were full of excitement. 



In our class we talked about the best party games to play and what food they 

could eat. Pass the Parcel was one of the games and we had to wrap each parcel 

with lots of paper. We had to plan a Christmas playlist and decorated the 

classroom so that it would look festive. We made reindeer treats and snowmen 

from marshmallows. Darragh decorated plastic cups and made a cup stacking 

game. We practiced some other party games so that we knew they would be 

suitable. We played Pin the Nose on Rudolph, move the paper with a straw, 

pick up candy canes using your mouth and pick the M & M’s using tweezers. 

Our guests arrived at 11.15 a.m. and they played pass the parcel. They were 

delighted with their presents. Then they had some Christmas treats and a drink. 

They played the rest of the games after this. They didn’t realise the time 

because they were having so much fun and they stayed longer than the time on 

the invitation. Vlad said it was the best day of his life. 

We were so proud of ourselves and enjoyed it so much that we might invite 

them over again. 

Happy Christmas from everyone in St Francis Class  

Here are some of the treats we made: 

 

 

Kate, Patrick and Simone (St Francis Class) 

 

 


